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HMS  CAESAR 

Diary from 1944 – 1946

1944                     

14th February

Ship launched on Clyde

21st September

Commissioned at John Brown’sYard Clydebank

23rd

Sailed to “Tail of Bank” for anchor and steaming trials

26th

DG Ranging and Degaussing

27th

DG Ranging

28th

Swinging Compasses

29th
 Gun Trials

3rd October

Preliminary full power trials

5th

Full power trial (34.3 knots) Ship completed

6th

D/F Calibration

7th

Sailed from Clyde

8th
Arrived Scapa Flow

12th

Sailed from Scapa Flow for Liverpool

13th
Arrived Liverpool.

14th
Captain G N Brewer joined “Caesar”

Sailed Liverpool for Scapa

15th
Arrived Scapa Flow

18th

Commenced working-up 

8th November

Sailed for operation off Norwegian coast escorting Aircraft Carrier on mission to attack and sink the German battleship Tirpitz”

                                               – Weather very unsuitable – returned to Scapa.

10th
Sailed again from Scapa for the operation “Steak” escorting


the Carrier “Pursuer” with “Euryalus”, “Nubian”, “Venus” and “Zephyr”

12th
“Tirpitz” bombed and sunk by RAF

14th
Flew off attacking force – bombed trawlers, radar station and shore installations

15th
Returned to Scapa

16th
Commenced boiler-clean alongside “Vindictive”

22nd

Working-up

27th

Completed working-up

30th

Sailed for North Russia in escort of Convoy JW62 


Several U-Boat ‘scares’ but no casualties

7th  December
Arrived in Polyarnoe

9th

Sailed from Polyarnoe bound for Scapa Flow in escort of Convoy RA62
11th 
Convoy under attack – sister ship “Cassandra” torpedoed by U-Boat U365 – 62 men killed

12th December
Two further attacks by Torpedo Bombers - torpedoes fired at “Caesar” but prompt evasive action ordered by Captain Brewer prevented any casualties

13th
Convoy attacked by nine Junkers JU88 torpedo-bombers. U365 sunk by  Fleet Air Arm– Cassandra avenged!

14th to 17th
Continued in very heavy weather and intense cold.    Convoy scattered

18th

Arrived in Scapa Flow

19th December
Sailed Scapa Flow for Liverpool

20th
Arrived Liverpool

21st       
Commenced boiler-clean.   Ship’s Company on leave for Christmas

28th  December

Sailed from Liverpool

29th

Joined liner “Pasteur” at 12’ W

30th
Arrived in Liverpool

31st
Sailed from Liverpool escorting  “Mauretania”

1945

1st  January

At 12’ W parted company with “Mauretania” – joined “Columbia Star” bound for Liverpool

3rd

Arrived Liverpool

5th
Sailed Liverpool for Clyde – met “Pasteur”

6th  

Sailed from Clyde with “Queen Mary” to 12’ W at speed of 28 knots

7th

Engine room failure – “Caesar”stopped  - parted company with “Queen Mary”  


Arrived  Liverpool

12th

Sailed Liverpool for Clyde – joined “Cambrian”

14th

Joined “Queen Elizabeth” in 8’ W  at 28 knots


Arrived and sailed again from Clyde

15th
Escorted “Nieuw Amsterdam” to 12’ W

16th
Returned to Liverpool

20th
Sailed from Liverpool for Clyde


Sailed with “Queen Elizabeth”  at 28 knots – weather foul – parted company

21st
Returned to Liverpool

23rd to 27th                              Fog-bound in Gladstone Dock waiting to escort “Mauretania”

28th

Sailed with “Mauretania” at 23 knots

29th
Parted company with “Mauretania”  23 knots

30th
Joined “Aquatania” and returned to Liverpool at 23 knots

31st
Arrived Liverpool

1945

1st  February to

11th
Boiler Clean

13th
Director test in Mersey

14th

Sailed from Liverpool with “Wakefield” at 21 knots

15th
Parted company with”Wakefield” and sailed for Clyde

16th
Sailed for Liverpool

19th
Sailed with “Mount Vernon” at 20 knots

20th
 Parted company with “Mount Vernon”

21st
Arrived Liverpool

23rd
Sailed from Liverpool with “Mauretania”  23 knots

24th February
At 10’ W Parted company with “Mauretania”
Rendezvoused with “Queen  Mary” to return to Clyde at 28 knots

25th

Secured in Clyde

26th

Sailed from Clyde for Lochalsh

27th

Submarine exercises in Lochalsh

28th
 Returned to Liverpool

1st  March

Sailed Liverpool with USS “Mariposa”

2nd 
Parted company with “Mariposa” and returned to Clyde

5th

Sailed from Clyde with “Queen Mary”




To Moville (Loch Foyle)

7th
Sailed from Moville to escort “Wakefield” to Liverpool

8th
Arrived Liverpool and sailed with “Nieuw Amsterdam”

9th
Parted company and returned to Liverpool

10th
Arrived Liverpool

12th
Sailed Liverpool escorting “Wakefield” to 12’ W

13th
Escorted “Mount Vernon” to Liverpool

14th
Arrived Liverpool

15th
Sailed Liverpool to rendezvous with “Mauretania” at 12’ W

17th
Arrived Liverpool

20th
Sailed Liverpool escorting “West Point” to Moville

21st
Arrived Moville

22nd 
Sailed form Moville to rendezvous with “Queen Mary” at 12’ W and escort to Clyde

23rd
Returned to Liverpool

2nd  April
Sailed Liverpool for Devonport

3rd
Arrived Devonport

4th to 29th May
Refit

30th May
Gun Trials

31st
Torpedo Trials

1945

1st  June
Sailed Devonport for exercises and proceed to Dartmouth (Port of Adoption)

4th

Returned to Devonport

6th
Sailed Devonport for exercises and then on to  Portsmouth


Sailed as part of Royal Escort for HM King George VI


On board “Jamaica” (adopted by Bristol) to visit the recently liberated Channel Islands

7th
Arrived Channel Islands and sailed again for Devonport

9th
Sailed Devonport – carried out torpedo firing exercise

11th
Arrived Scapa Flow

12th  June to

4th  July
Working up at Scapa

6th
Sailed for Rosyth

7th  July
Arrived Rosyth

9th to 13th
Storing ship15th 

15th
Sailed Rosyth

16th
Arrived Devonport – joined by “Cavendish” 


Sailed for Far East (to join Pacific Fleet)
20th

Arrived Gibraltar

24th
 Sailed Gibraltar 

26th

Arrived Malta
27th
Sailed Malta

29th
Arrived and sailed Alexandria

30th
Arrived Port Said

31st

 Passed through Suez Canal


 Arrived and sailed Port Suez

3rd  August
Arrived and sailed Aden for Ceylon

6th

Arrived Columbo

10th

Sailed Columbo

11th
Entered domain of King Neptune

12th
Boarded by King Neptune

14th
Arrived at and sailed Cocos Islands


15th
VJ Day at sea – spliced the mainbrace!

18th
Arrived Fremantle

28th
Sailed Fremantle

5th  September
Arrived Trincomalee to join East Indies Fleet

8th
Sailed Trincomalee

11th
Arrived at and sailed Sabang

12th
Arrived at and sailed Penang

13th
Arrived at and sailed from British Beachhead for occupation of Malaya

14th
Arrived Singapore

15th
Sailed Singapore

16th
Arrived at and sailed Beachhead

17th

Arrived at and sailed Penang

18th
Arrived at and sailed Sabang

21st
Arrived Trincomalee

The diary is rather sketchy from this point on but “Caesar” was sent on Emergency to Palembang during this period to deal with a small incident (local rebellion)  – one member of ship’s company was killed

1st  November
Covered landings by 5th Indian Division at Surabaya


during the Rebellion -  ashore with Royal Marines to direct bombardment.  Caesar was also sent to Batavia

4th  December   
Hong Kong to repatriate refugees

1946

3rd  May
Sailed Trincomalee for UK to “pay off”

24th  

Gibraltar (Empire Day)

28th
Arrived Devonport 

Reduced to Reserve

The following information is extracted from The International Maritime Research:-

1950 Moved to Cardiff then Rosyth Reserve Fleets

Feb 1955                    Towed to Liverpool.  Refitted for preservation by Harland &

                                   Wolff Ltd.

Sep  1956                    Assigned to Cardiff Reserve Fleet.  Laid up at Penarth

1960                            Refitted at Rosyth.  Enclosed bridge.

1960                             Commissioned as Leader 8th Destroyer Squadron,

                                     Home Fleet, Portsmouth Command.

Sep 1960                      Assigned to Far East Fleet based at Singapore on anti- piracy

                                     patrols around Borneo

1960 Assigned to 24th then 26th Escort Squadron during 

Indonesian Confrontation.

Aug 1962                      Intercepted ship off North Borneo.  Arrested 12 suspects

                                      and one notorious pirate.

1965 Visited Japan.

Jun 1965                         Returned to UK.  De-equipped at Chatham and placed on

                                       disposal list.

Dec 1966                         Sold to Hughes Bolckow Ltd for scrapping.

6th Jan 1967                     Arrived at Blyth to be broken up.

******************************************************************************************************************************************

Caesar was the fourth ship of that name, the first dating from 1793.  For her services in the Second World War she was awarded the Battle Honour ‘Arctic 1944’   Her motto being ‘Veni,Vidi, Vici.
The ship’s crest being the head of Caesar in gold on a blue field

H M S CAESAR

The History of a Destroyer and memories of some 

of those who sailed in her

Bill Cairns   Peter Saunders   Bernard Ramsbottom  Bernard Cawsey   Alex Prosser

Tony Fanning  (Cmdr)   Phil Lancett   Derek Fuller   Richard Broomhead

G N Brewer (Captain D)   Reg Hunt   Mick Burns  Bob Reed

Fred Babbage   John Wyatt 
Those in Purple have crost the bar as at  29Jan 2013

Still surviving  in Red 

